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Good Magazine and IBM teamed up in a collaboration to bring us a sweet set of 
infographics highlighting innovative infrastructure and technologies implemented in eight 
cities around the globe. Chicago made the cut with its innovative process called 
cogeneration that generates heat and electricity simultaneously allowing the city to 
produce more cheaper and efficient energy. There are a lot of other great innovations 
other cities have done, which Chicago could learn from- especially fighting crime in 
Richmond.
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The City of Chicago estimates that by 2020 it will need 27 billion kilowatt-hours more 
electricity to stay powered than it did in 2000. Rather than build new plants, the city is 
making its systems more efficient. It plans to get a quarter of that power from 
cogeneration-combined heat and power. Standard natural gas burning creates a lot of 
wasted heat, but cogeneration reuses that extra heat to produce electricity by using it to 
boil water an push the steam through a turbine- more than doubling the efficiency of 
natural gas (from 30 percent to 80 percent). That means lower energy costs and lower 
energy usage, which means fewer emissions.

Check out the infographics as well as other cityÕs accomplishments at Good Magazine.
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